86	RISE OF THE MARATHA POWER
KarnatiL Many of the men, such as Rajaram, Pralhad Niraji,
Santaji Ghorpade and others, who conceived and carried out this
plan of operations, died in the midst of the struggle; but their
places were taken up by others with equal devotion and success.
If Aurangzeb had not invaded the Deccan and forced on this
war, it is just possible that a small principality might have been
established in Western Maharashtra like that at Tanjore, and the
Moghul Emperor might have succeeded in counting upon
its chief as onp of his great nobles. The impulse, given by Shivaji,
would have ceased to be operative in the second generation; the
separatist tendency, always so powerful, would have again asserted
itself, and the formation of the Maratha nation would have been
an impossibility.
If all these dangers were averted, and a new force communi-
cated to the people, the credit of it must be ascribed to
Aurangzeb's ambition. He stirred the people of Maharashtra to
their inmost depths; and it was the hard discipline of this twenty
years* war, which cemented the national and patriotic instincts
of their leaders, and during the next three generations, carried
them as conquerors to the farthest part of India. In this respect,
the War of Independence did far greater service than even the
struggle which Shivaji initiated and carried on during the whole
of his chequered career. Mere freebooters and plunderers never
could have obtained success in such a war against such a foe. It
was a higher moral force which brought out all the virtues of the
best men of the nation,—daring heroism, noble endurance, ad-
ministrative skill, hope which rose higher with every disappoint-
ment, a faith which was never shaken, devotion to a high ideal
which was independent of time, place, or person, a sense of
brotherhood in common danger, a spirit of complete self-sacrifice
and mutual concession for the common good, a trust in the final
success of their cause, because it was the cause of their religion.
These were the virtues which enabled the patriots of this gene-
ration to accomplish the deliverance of their country from a danger
which no pther race in India had been able to withstand. It
is as a school for the teachings of these virtues and as a severe
but a salutary discipline, that the War of Independence will ever
be regarded as constituting the most eventful period of Maratha
history.

